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ecent television programs seem to be 

dominated by those on Scottish 

Islands. Perhaps the programme 

planners were aware of my summer 

activities this year? My island 

hopping began at the end of June when seven of us 

had rented a house near Leverburgh on Harris for a 

week. On June 22nd we had a day trip to St Kilda. The 

sea passage was extremely rough and, like most of 

the passengers, I suffered on the journey. However I 

can’t use that as an excuse for failing to climb Stac an 

Armin and Stac Lee to add to my Marilyn count! I 

did manage the delightful walk through the ruins of 

the village on my way to the summit of Conachair, at 

376m the highest point on Hirta. As I approached the 

summit my trekking poles proved useful in driving 

off the bonxies! On my walk I passed many of the 

1,400 stone-built cleits scattered all over the islands, 

even on the stacs, that were used for storing food 

and fuel. 
 

 
The Village, St Kilda                                                           Peter Willimott 
 

My island hopping continued at the beginning of 

September while staying at Doune in Knoydart with 

a number of TMS friends. We had day trips to 

Canna, Eigg and Rum. As in previous visits I 

climbed Compass Hill on Canna and the Sgurr of 

Eigg. The day trip to Rum was especially nostalgic 

for me. It was one of the first Scottish islands I got to 

know and I had spent much time on the island from 

the mid ‘80s. My 50th birthday was celebrated with a 
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A filming epic on Ben Lawers (see Stewart Logan’s article on page 6)                                                        Photo : Myrddyn Phillips 
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ceilidh on the island. In 2005 I was staying on the 

island when hurricane Katrina hit the west coast of 

Scotland and I deliberately moved out from the 

bunkhouse at Kinloch to spend the night in Guirdil 

bothy. The night was memorable. I was alone, snug 

and comfortable in a wild and remote place. In 

September, almost 10 years to the day that the 

hurricane hit the island I was back at Guirdil bothy. 

We were dropped off on the shore near the bothy 

and I spent some time revisiting it before walking 

back to Kinloch. 
 

 
Guirdil Bothy, Rum                                                           Peter Willimott 
 

My island hopping has not been restricted to Scottish 

islands. After returning from Knoydart we spent just 

one day at home before flying out to Sicily. Our 

destination was the island of Marettimo, the most 

remote of the Aegean Islands which lie to the west of 

Sicily. It was our third visit. The island is one of my 

favourite locations. It has no roads, and one small 

town with a population of about 300, increasing to 

about 700 in the summer. The high point on the 

island, Monte Falcone, is only 686m but all walking 

starts from sea level and the island has many 

walking trails. There are Roman remains and an 

ancient castle which sits on a small isthmus. 

After our extremely rough journey to St Kilda we 

gave no thought to our ferry crossing from Trapani 

to Marettimo and I attempted to book the tickets an 

hour before the scheduled departure time.  The sea 

looked like a mill pond but I was told the ferry 

journey was problematic as the sea was too rough! 

However we were fortunate. Thirty minutes before 

the scheduled departure time the decision was taken 

to proceed. 

We were especially fortunate a week later when 

scheduled to leave the Island. The sea had been 

rough on the day prior to our departure and there 

had been no sailings at all. However it was calm on 

our departure date and we had no problems. Thank 

goodness that the Scottish islands have Caledonian 

MacBrayne and are not served by the Aegean Isles 

Ferries!  

Failure to have left Marettimo on our scheduled date 

would have resulted in a logistical nightmare. We 

had planned journeys by ‘bus and taxi, and an 

overnight stay in a hotel in Palermo before flying to 

Rome early the next morning. From Rome we 

travelled by train to the town of Assisi in Umbria to 

begin walking some of the St Francis Trail. 

Fortunately the journey and connections proceeded 

as scheduled.  

The main attractions on the St Francis Trail are the 

hilltop towns and, in the country, vineyards and 

olive groves. Of particular interest to me were the 

products of a vineyard with a similar name to the 

highest hill on Marettimo. A guide book states 

‚...especially revered are the bold, powerful 

Sagrantino di Montefalco wines from the hillside 

vineyards near the village of Montefalco.‛ However, 

pleasant although the product and area are, I 

preferred the Monte Falcone of Marettimo. We 

ended our trip by spending three days in Rome.  

I’ve not spent all my recent time island hopping 

however. On 28th July I was an ‘extra’ for a German 

Television crew who were filming a ‘heighting’ on 

Ben Lawers (see page 6). The stars of the programme 

were certainly our main ‘heghting team’. 

Unfortunately the weather was not good and we 

didn’t even reach the summit of Beinn Ghlas. 

However the film crew seemed satisfied with the 

footage they got when clearings in the cloud gave 

them opportunities to film. The intention was to 

include the material on a general programme on 

Scotland to be screened on German TV. 

On 16th October I was one of a number of TMS 

members present in Kirriemuir at the unveiling of a 

commemorative plaque to Sir Hugh Munro at the 

Gateway to the Glens Museum. The plaque was 

commissioned by Historic Scotland as part of their 

Commemorative Plaques scheme which began in 

2012 (more on page 3). 

I write this having just returned from the annual 

dinner held at the Grant Arms, Grantown-on-Spey. 

The feedback from those attending has been excellent 

and I must thank our speakers Chris Townsend and 

Heavy Whally, and the hotel for an excellent dinner. 

On the Sunday fourteen of us enjoyed a windy walk 

up Meall a' Bhuachaille. I was reminded of Guirdil 

when we called in at Ryvoan bothy as we passed by 

(see page 5). Well done the Mountain Bothies 

Association, who are celebrating their 50th year in 

2015, for maintaining these shelters. I’ll end by 

promoting their anniversary book which can be 

purchased from their website.                                                                                                               
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e have another great collection of articles 

in this issue. Our cover story relates to 

filming with a German television 

company on Ben Lawers, and as you will see, the 

camera never lies (well maybe just sometimes!). 

There’s nothing like a good Abenteuer on the hills! 

We also have more tales of compleations, a trip on the 

new Borders Railway, a meet report, a strange 

encounter on the hill, a good turn which of course 

deserves another, full house vs metric and a Munro 

discovered. The usual news, diary, reviews and dates 

to put in your diary complete the picture, and talking 

of pictures, we also feature the excellent winning 

entries in this year’s photo competition.  

Articles (or letters for the postbag section), for the 

April issue should be sent to simed44.ds@gmail.com 

by 29 February 2016 (maximum 1,500 words please), 

but please don’t leave it until the last minute! The 

earlier you submit your material the greater the 

chance of getting it published in the next Newsletter 

(although we are always pleased to receive less time-

sensitive articles to put in the ‚bank‛ for future 

issues). Photos should be sent as separate files 

(maximum 2MB per photo). 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

ngus Council has initiated a policy of 

commemorating some of its illustrious 

former citizens by installing plaques at the 

location associated with the person.  On Friday 16th 

October 2015, the 159th anniversary of Sir Hugh 

Thomas Munro’s birth, a plaque in his memory was 

unveiled by the Angus Provost, Helen Oswald, on 

the wall of the ‚Gateway to the Glens‛ Museum in 

Kirriemuir.  The museum is in the central square of 

the town and the plaque is easy to find; it is of 

modest size and suitably inscribed.  
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