
 
 

 

                                     The Munro Society                 

                   NEWSLETTER     No. 33, April 2015  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

. 

ooking back at the events since my last 

‘blog’ I must mention the death of 

Alastair Milner. Alastair sadly passed 

away on 29th November but printing 

deadlines meant the news was omitted from the 

December Newsletter. Eleanore’s article on page 6 

gives details of his life. We have lost a friend and 

companion and great supporter of TMS. Our 

thoughts are with Beryl and Guy. 

My trips in Scotland have been strangely curtailed 

since my last blog was penned. I attended the 

SMC Dinner as Hamish Brown’s guest on 

December 6th at Fort William and saw in the New 

Year on Skye with friends who live near 

Broadford. There was snow in early December 

and rain and gale force winds at New Year.  

Unusually we had more sojourns south of the 

border. In November, Heather and I joined the 

friends from Skye for a mid-week break in the 

Lake District and we spent over two weeks in 

cottages in the Peak District and the North York 

Moors in February. I know the Lake District 

reasonably well but this was my first visit to the 

Peak District and only my second real visit to the 

North York Moors. Our visits were well timed – 

The Peak District had had a heavy snow fall a few 

days before our arrival. The roads were clear but 

the hills were covered – although the snow had 

largely disappeared by the time we headed for the 

North York Moors. 

On returning from Skye early in January the rest 

of my month was largely devoted to ‘wild land 
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issues’. This involved attending a meeting of 

NGOs at the John Muir Trust’s Pitlochry offices on 

January 21st where I represented TMS. Following 

the meeting an open letter to the press was 

composed to be issued on 9th February. After 

circulating this to the TMS Executive it was agreed 

we should ‘sign up’. The letter, which has been 

widely reported, specifically refers to applications 

for wind farm developments where decisions have 

been taken by the Scottish Government against the 

advice of their own advisors. A second open letter 

of a more general nature has since been drawn up 

and was discussed at the TMS Executive’s meeting 

on February 24th. This calls for the creation of an 

independent body or process to adjudicate over 

controversial planning applications where there is 

to be significant impact on important landscapes 

and local communities.   In this case RSPB and 

JMT have joined us and the other signatories.   

The topic of wind farms is not without 

controversy and I have spelt out in an article on 

page 16 my personal views on the subject and how 

I have arrived at them. I received an unsolicited 

agreement for my opinion from a walker I met in 

the Peak District as I descended Lose Hill Pike 

heading down to Hope Village. He asked where I 

was from and I said Scotland. He replied that, 

although he only had about 40 Munros to compleat, 

he had almost ceased visiting Scotland as he was 

put off by the proliferation of wind farms. 

Not all Society members are in agreement with me 

– indeed we have had one resignation following 

our support for the ‘MCofS Manifesto on Onshore 

Wind Farms’. Clearly we must take this into 

account when we sign up to ‘open letters’ and the 

like. Objections to specific schemes may be 

especially difficult. They can be both time 

consuming as well as controversial. Even larger 

organisations with full time staff seem swamped 

with the workload here. As a Society we have not 

formally objected to any specific scheme but have 

left this to the individual members. At the 

February Executive meeting we decided, as 

individuals, to write expressing concern over a 

proposed wind farm development at Caplich. The 

bowl shape site chosen faces west and the twenty 

proposed 132m turbines would be clearly visible 

from the surrounding hills and affect the special 

qualities of the Assynt-Coigach National Scenic 

Area. The hills affected here would include 

Suilven and Canisp, Ben More Assynt, Cul Mor, 

Stac Pollaidh and Seanna Braigh (above 

Corriemulzie).  Approximately 10km south of the 

site the Fannichs, Beinn Dearg and Glencalvie 

Special Landscape Area (SLA) would also be 

affected. Although we were unanimous in our 

views against this development the objection has 

been raised by the individual members of the 

Executive and not on behalf of the Society as a 

whole. We have made this clear in our letter. I 

would welcome members’ views on this and the 

general stance we have taken.   

At the meeting of NGOs on January 21st I gave a 

short presentation on ‘Mountain Monitoring’ 

using as examples two of David Batty’s reports on 

the Grahams - Windy Standard (in Dumfries and 

Galloway) and An Stac (climbed from Oban 

Bothy). The reports could not be more different 

with wind farms, bulldozed tracks and asbestos 

litter on Windy Standard, and An Stac completely 

unspoilt. Following my presentation a number of 

the NGOs have asked David for more information 

on Mountain Monitoring and it seems we will 

have wider support for taking this project 

forward. David has included an article on this 

project on page 3.  

During my absence in February the rest of the 

committee were busy compiling an excellent 

afternoon’s program of events to follow our AGM 

in the morning of April 11th. I look forward to 

attending and meeting up with friends old and 

new. However with printing and postage lead 

times I’m not sure if you will have received this 

newsletter prior to the event. 

Another event being organised is a ‘heighting for 

Iain Robertson’ on 27th – 29th May. It is anticipated 

that this will complete the heightings project. The 

surveying expenses for this hill have been 

generously waived by the surveyors John, Graham 

and Myrddyn as a gesture of thanks to Iain for his 

work on this project. Iain is of course inviting TMS 

members to join him on the survey. The hill to be 

surveyed lies to the south of Tomintoul and is 

Meall Gaineimh (NJ167052). On my map it is 

given a spot height of 912m. Will it reach the 

magical 914.40m and merit classification as a top? 

Please contact me if you wish to join the team on 

what is likely to be our final heighting.  
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n Bank Holiday Monday (2nd May) in 

2011, I was enjoying the brilliant 

sunshine on Fionn Bheinn above 

Achnasheen, taking in the views, particularly to 

the west. However there was a large column of 

smoke rising above Liathach, and I learned later 

that there had been a huge fire on the lower 

slopes, and that six walkers had been airlifted off 

the mountain prior to ‚water bombing‛. Anne 

Butler was one of them, and she now relates her 

story on page 11.  Take a look at the photographs 

of Liathach on the front and back covers, taken in 

early May and late March respectively; compare 

and contrast – what a difference just a few weeks 

can make! 

Also featured - imposters, bothies, compleations, 

Tenerife sunshine, thoughts on wind farms and an 

insight into the Grahams, as well as the usual 

features. Enjoy! 

Articles, or letters (for the postbag section), for the 

August issue should be sent in (to 

simed44.ds@gmail.com) by 30 June (maximum 

1,500 words please). Photos should be sent as 

separate files (maximum 2MB per photo). 
 

 
 

 
 

  

Seven MQI reports have been received for this 

winter, which marks the end of Phase 2 of the 

project. To summarise, we have received 1,473 

MQI reports in total to date, 1,372 for Munros and 

101 for Furths. We have received reports on all 282 

Munros for spring, summer and autumn seasons 

and have received reports on 126 of the Munros 

for the winter season. We are now moving into 

Phase 3 with the focus transferring to the new 

style of Mountain Report. 
David Batty 

 

The pilot, which has been running for several  
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