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rom Arwen to Franklin, storms have 

been the main feature this winter. 

Snow cover has been fleeting on the 

hills and the gale force winds have 

seemed incessant. The storms have 

left a trail of destruction behind them 

with several of the most scenic areas devastated with 

the loss of tree cover, and access to many of the most 

popular hills is still impossible due to the number of 

fallen trees. We must hope that spring is benign, and 

we will enter a period of more settled and calmer 

weather again. 

I am due to step down as President at this year’s 

AGM after being in the role for almost 3½ years and I 

must say it has certainly been challenging. My term 

started early after David Batty’s unexpected death in 

November 2018, and after a brief lull in 2019, it was 

followed by the demands of steering TMS through 

two years of Covid and the difficulties it caused to 

our business and social activities.  

Last month we held our first in-person Committee 

meeting for two years, and as I write this, plans are 

being made to hold a face-to-face AGM again, the 

first one since 2019.  
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As I sign off as President, I would like to thank all 

my fellow Committee members for their continued 

support and hard work and I hope that my successor 

has a much smoother time in office. 

In November I joined my friend Andy at his Munro 

completion on Creag Leacach. It was a warm and 

sunny blue-sky day, the sort of rare completion 

weather we can all only dream of. When I first 

walked with Andy in 2002, I asked him if he had 

completed the Munros. ‘I am not a Munro Bagger’ 

was his reply. To be fair it did take him a while - 50 

years from start to finish, and Andy was informed by 

the SMC that he had become a rare ‘Golden 

Munroist’. It was a thoroughly enjoyable day all 

round and well worth the wait. 

Throughout my hillwalking career I have always 

enjoyed setting myself challenges, whether that be a 

Munro round or a Full House, and my latest goal is 

to attend 50 completions. There are my own set of 

rules; it must be a friend’s or companion’s 

completion and not a random completion party that I 

happen to bump into on the hill (although there have 

been a few of these as well) and it must be on one of 

the six lists recognised by the SMC to qualify. Andy’s 

completion was No.38 and there are plans for a few 

more this year, but as we all know, plans don’t 

always seem to pan out these days! 

On the subject of completions, I have been working 

on the ‘Canine Completers’ project. Over the last 

couple of years, I have been contacted by a number 

of people who were disappointed that the SMC no 

longer recognised the completions of their canine 

companions. Alison Coull (Clerk of the List) advised 

the owners to contact TMS and after chatting with 

the owners and Alison, I decided to document their 

achievements. It was clear that TMS did not wish to 

replicate the official SMC list of Munroists, and to fit 

in with our objective of developing a lasting record 

of matters pertaining to Munros and Munroists, the 

idea of an online archive was developed. 

After several weeks of detective work, all the owners 

of the known canine completers had been contacted 

and they were all keen to be part of the project. 

Instead of just a number and a date, each owner has 

written a biographical piece about their dog and the 

practicalities of their Munro, Corbett or Donald 

rounds. See (www.themunrosociety.com/canine-

completers).  

The online archive will be updated when a new 

completion is recorded and will form a fitting and 

lasting tribute to the dogs’ achievements. It also fits 

in well with one of TMS’s founding objectives (albeit 

in a slightly offbeat way). Many thanks must go to 

Norman McNab who edited all the photographs, and 

to David Fraser who developed the webpages. 

Looking back to 2021, my temperature blanket was 

finally finished in the New Year. The cool blue 

colours show that we had a proper winter and then 

the long warm summer was highlighted with the 

warmer orange and purple tones. I am not a 

particularly creative person but having the weather 

displayed in such an artistic way appealed to the 

part of me that likes data and trivia.  

 
I have managed a couple of trips away this year 

already. I took my chances and drove down to 

Cowal for some Graham bagging. It didn’t come as a 

surprise that the ground was saturated and involved 

a lot of bog trotting. However, what did come as a 

disappointment was that the whole of Scotland was 

bathed in perfect inversion conditions which ended 

at The Rest and Be Thankful and the whole of Cowal 

was under a blanket of low cloud and drizzle. I have 

yet to have a view in Cowal; even Galloway has 

given a better hill:view ratio! 

In February we spent a week on the coast near 

Gairloch. No hills were planned, and we spent our 

time seeking shelter inland from the gales and 

enjoying coastal walks when the winds dropped. We 

were still brushing sand from Ralph’s fur for a week. 

April 2022 marks 20 years since the formation of The 

Munro Society and it has become a well-known and 

respected organisation with over 360 members.  

As ever TMS is only as good as its members. We 

have a very active programme of social events, and 

we are always keen for new members to join the 

Executive Committee to steer and shape what we do. 

Please consider joining in and ‘give something back’. 

I am proud to have been part of the first twenty years 

and let’s hope the next twenty are just as successful. 

.                                           TMS 
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 used to regard February as a good month for 

weather, with plenty of blue-sky days with 

crisp sunshine and sparkling crampon-

gripping snow, but certainly not this year, with a 

succession of Atlantic fronts barreling in and fired up 

by a rejuvenated jet stream. So we got very patchy 

snow and soggy conditions instead. And as I write 

this in the ominous days of early March, we are still 

in a pandemic, and who knows what the future 

holds for our world. 

Looking on the brighter side, in this issue you will 

read about a Geopark, Munros by public transport, a 

long-distance walk in Germany and similarities 

between Wester Ross and Tasmania.  

After that we’re back in the Cuillin again, then a trip 

to Fisherfield, some early Munro reminiscences and 

some tips on bivvying.  Munro log books get another 

airing and how mountain stories are reported in the 

press makes for interesting, and at times, amusing 

reading.  

Also, Roderick Manson writes a very thought-

provoking piece about recovery from some fairly 

debilitating treatment. 

There is also a book review, and a booklet preview, 

as well as the usual musings of the Lindertis Diary, 

and dates for your own diary (hopefully). 

Many thanks to all contributors, and it is very 

encouraging once again to see some new names 

appearing. Keep them coming. 

Please send material for the August issue by 30 June 

2022 to simed44.ds@gmail.com (max. 1,500 words). 

The earlier an item is received, the better the chance 

of it appearing in the next Newsletter. Photos should 

be sent as separate jpeg files (max. 2MB per photo), 

and NOT as embedded files. Also, why not drop a 

line to the Postbag section – we like to hear from you.  
                                                                   TMS 
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