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C for Corbetts - A’ Chir Ridge between Cir Mhòr and Beinn Tarsuinn, Arran – see Anne Butler’s A to Z Part 1 on Page 21 

 

 
 

 hope everybody is well and 

managing to cope with the very 

difficult circumstances we are all 

continuing to endure. I have to 

admit to a slight feeling of déjà vu as 

I write this blog. Every time I write, 

we are looking forward to better times, only to have 

our hopes dashed again and again. 

But things are definitely looking up. The days are 

longer and at last there is real warmth in the sun, 

after what has seemed like an endless winter. After a 

succession of mild snowless winters, this year has 

been a shock to the system. We had our first 

significant snowfall in Aviemore on 28th December 

and we have had snow lying in our garden for seven 

weeks! Every trip outside was like a return to 1970s 

TV with everything in monotone black and white. 

Then suddenly everything changed, with an abrupt 

and massive thaw. Temperatures went from -20OC to 

+8OC in a matter of days, the snow melted before our 

eyes, our lawn reappeared, and colour returned to 

the landscape; there were even rumours of 

snowdrops appearing in parts of the village. 

Conditions in the Scottish hills have been some of the 

best for winter sports for over a decade. It has been 

extremely frustrating for anyone not living locally to 

the hills having to watch such glorious conditions go 

to waste. The Cairngorms in particular were hit hard 

by the ‘Beast from the East’ with record depths of 

snow recorded in many areas. The mountains have 
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been the preserve of the ski tourer for many weeks; 

the amount of snow has made uphill progress on 

foot, even with snowshoes, all but impossible. There 

have also been avalanches recorded in the Pentlands 

and Campsie Fells, areas which have also received 

huge amounts of snow over the last few weeks. 

With restrictions on our current and future activities 

changing almost daily we are all still faced with 

continued uncertainty. The last few months have 

enabled us to sit back and take stock of the things 

that are really important to us, the things that define 

us and make us who we are. That may be family, 

friends, sport, theatre or dining out, but for many of 

the people reading this, we have realised that being 

outdoors and being able to climb hills is fundamental 

to our wellbeing. Depending on where we live our 

access to the hills has been restricted over the last 

few months and will become available to us all again 

at different times as restrictions are relaxed on a 

geographical basis. It looks like buying a 2021 diary 

might have been a bit overoptimistic!  

All this downtime has given us plenty of opportunity 

to plan. Even though it is incredibly frustrating not 

knowing if any of our plans will actually come to 

fruition this year, we must always keep the threads 

of hope going. I was very pleased to receive my copy 

of the new SMC Munros book which has rekindled 

my interest in the Munro list, which to be honest, 

had been missing for quite a while as I moved over 

to the dark side, with Corbetts and Grahams 

grabbing my attention for the last few years. Many of 

us are struggling to sleep well, but I have found that 

running through the list of hills I am hoping to climb 

this year has really helped me drop off. To be honest, 

I always seem to nod off the minute I start thinking 

about my remaining Donalds! I am sure anyone who 

is or who has been a Donald bagger will be able to 

relate to this. 

Desperate times call for desperate measures, so I 

have picked up my knitting needles again after a 

very long break. I am knitting a Temperature 

Blanket. This is a year-long project that involves 

recording the maximum or minimum temperature in 

your chosen location (I’m using home in Aviemore), 

and then knitting two rows of the blanket in a colour 

I have assigned to each temperature range. The 

blanket uses a subtle colour palette with white and 

blues to mark the cold days of winter, greens and 

purples as the days warm up in the spring and 

brighter pinks and reds for summer. The finished 

blanket will provide a colourful way to record the 

natural fluctuations of the seasons. 

One of the main objectives of The Munro Society is to 

foster social interaction between members. The last 

time this happened was in September last year, when 

we managed to salvage the autumn meet just in the 

nick of time before restrictions were tightened again. 

It was heartening that everybody who had booked 

was keen to turn up, and the boost that meeting up 

with our friends gave us was immeasurable. Without 

a crystal ball we don’t know when our next face to 

face meet will take place but it is heartening to see 

that so many members are still keen to attend. I 

dearly hope that we have some positive news about 

the meets in the next newsletter. 

2022 marks The Munro Society’s 20th Anniversary. 

We have a few ideas in the pipeline to mark the 

event, which will be announced in future 

newsletters. There have been many significant events 

over the last 20 years and membership has continued 

to increase steadily.  

We are also looking forward to the future and one of 

our projects involves turning the Munro Legacy 

Story into a short film; this idea is very much in the 

planning stages and I hope to have some further 

details available soon.  

Thanks again to Derek for producing an excellent 

newsletter. Many of our members are no longer able 

to walk in the hills and have told us that the 

newsletter is very much welcomed as a way to keep 

their memories of the hills alive. We hope to be able 

to continue to do this way beyond our 20th 

Anniversary and as ever, we are pleased to be of 

service. 
 

 
Loch an Eilein, Rothiemurchus                                               Anne Butler 

TMS 
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s lockdown or other significant restrictions in 

one form or another look like continuing well 

into the spring, and possibly the summer and 

beyond, and hillwalking plans for the year look like 

being once again in shreds, take some inspiration 

from the following pages. 

When I started hillwalking in the seventies, the name 

Hamish MacInnes was synonymous with Scottish 

mountaineering, and Hamish Brown pays tribute to 

the Old Fox of Glen Coe, while the passing of Percy 

Donald is researched by Robin Campbell. 

In these days of travel restrictions, we go round the 

world – to Nepal and Australia. Closer to home, 

there are tales from the Furths, Loch Fyne, Skye, 

Lewis and Fisherfield, plus a nocturnal visit to the 

old schoolhouse at Clashgour. We hear of more 

lockdown meanderings, and the first part of an 

alphabetical autobiography.  

With the long-awaited new SMC guidebook, The 

Munros, now published, Alan Dawson looks at the 

2021 edition of Munro’s Tables, and at data accuracy 

when it comes to mountain heights, and Anne Butler 

reviews the book, along with a new publication on 

the Irish Peaks. 

The usual off-beat musings of the Lindertis Diary 

follow, and there are, believe it or not, some dates for 

your diary (although it has to be said these are with 

fingers, and everything else, firmly crossed). 

Thanks to the fantastic interest from the 

membership, we have once again managed to 

produce a 36-page edition, at a time when some 

other mountaineering publications have been unable 

to be printed. 

Please send material for the August issue by 30 June 

2021 to simed44.ds@gmail.com (max. 1,500 words). 

The earlier an item is received, the better the chance 

of it appearing in the next Newsletter. Photos should 

be sent as jpeg files (max. 2MB per photo). Also, why 

not drop a line to the Postbag section – we like to 

hear from you.                                                      TMS 
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