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Beinn Eighe, as seen descending from Sgorr Ruadh after an overnight bivvy by Jeremy Fenton.

T

he ratio of planned trips to trips
that actually took place was 16:2 –
that sums up 2020 perfectly. I am
sure I am not the only person in
this situation, but for someone with
organisational OCD I have found
this year very difficult to cope with.
Amidst all the uncertainly and upheaval there have
however been plenty of good things happening.
Firstly, I must publicly congratulate Frank Johnstone
on completing his Full House. Frank had planned a
big event with friends and family on Meall Tairbh, a
Graham near Bridge of Orchy, to mark the occasion.

Text on page 22; more photos on page 36.

Sadly, the completion was due to take place in May
at the height of lockdown and had to be cancelled.
However, on 16th August Frank and his wife Liz
enjoyed the day together and celebrated at the
summit.
Anybody climbing a Munro recently can’t have
failed to notice that they are rather busy! The
relaxation of lockdown rules and the reluctance of
people to travel abroad has seen a massive upsurge
in the numbers of people trying out hillwalking for
the first time. There have been reports of parking
chaos and queues at the summit of Ben Nevis and
other honeypot Munros. Certainly, from the people I
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have met and the posts on social media, most of the
new generation of Munro baggers are enjoying
themselves, keen to learn and eager to explore. I
wonder how many of these people will become
future Munro Society members.
Another amazing achievement was Donnie
Campbell smashing the fastest Munro round record
over the summer. Donnie finished on the summit of
Ben Hope 31 days, 23 hours and 2 minutes after
leaving the shores of Loch na Keal to climb Ben
More. The round was self-propelled, running,
cycling and kayaking between the hills. Those of us
who prefer a more pedestrian approach to
hillwalking will marvel at Donnie’s sprint finish over
the final two days. He ran up Slioch, the Fisherfield
five, An Teallach, the Fannaichs and Ben Wyvis
before snatching a couple of hours’ sleep. The last
day consisted of running and cycling over Am
Faochagach, the Beinn Dearg group, Seana Bhraigh,
Ben More Assynt, Conival, Ben Klibreck and finally
summitting Ben Hope at 5.02 a.m, where he even
managed to smile in the summit photos.
Now by my reckoning, that is at least 10 days
walking for us mere mortals!
I had grand plans this year to finish off a round of
Munros, Corbetts and Donalds but it just wasn’t to
be. So near and yet so far; 12 weeks of lockdown
followed by a run of poor weather and evershortening days had me within touching distance. I
have revisited quite a few Corbetts that I haven’t
been on for many years and in many cases I have
tried to find alternative routes to the summit. I enjoy
planning my trips to the hills, and poring over maps
to plan new routes whiled away quite a few hours
during lockdown. One of the most satisfying was a
climb up An Ruadh-Stac by the long south ridge over
Torr na h-Iolarie from the Lochcarron road; there
were magnificent views from the outset, challenging
route finding over the pathless terrain and welcome
solitude away from the usual trade route from
Coulags.
Undeterred by my dismal failure, Ralph managed to
complete a round of Donalds. After a week of typical
wet and boggy Galloway weather we headed east in
search of some sunshine and walked a round of the
hills above Loch Skeen, ending with White Coomb as
Ralph’s completion hill. Ralph also climbed his 100 th
Corbett on Carn na Drochaide, marking the occasion
with some summit sausages.
A small consolation was a visit to Meall a’ Chaorainn
above Drumochter to complete a round of original

and deleted Munros. There are 43 on the list and I
am sure that many TMS members would be
pleasantly surprised with how many they have
climbed on their way to completion. Some however
require a lot more effort. (See page 23).
At the beginning of the year I set myself the target of
walking 10,000,000 steps during the year, a minimum
of 27,000 steps every day. Having a rather fit and
hyperactive dog meant that this wasn’t quite as
difficult as it sounded, and the 10,000,000 steps goal
was achieved in the middle of October with 10 weeks
to spare. I am not sure whether I should up my
target for next year, but I don’t want to tempt fate.
Realising I wasn’t going to finish any lists this year I
have taken advantage of the newly found freedom
from the shackles of ‘bagging’ and travelled to
wherever the weather looked best, (well, was
supposed to be best)! One particularly rewarding
and satisfyingly symmetrical week of twosomes saw
me climbing two Grahams sandwiched in between
Fisherfield and the Fannaichs, two Corbetts in Glen
Affric, two Donalds in the Ochils and a return to
Glen Affric for two Munros and two Munro Tops.
The following week the weather took a turn for the
worse and we were back to low level walks for a few
days, enjoying parts of the Moray Coast Trail, where
it made a change to be walking at sea level rather
than climbing ever higher above it.
I can honestly say that I find driving to and from the
hills far more tiring than the actual walking and if I
ever won the lottery, I would employ a chauffeur.
One of the most useful technological advances for
me has been the invention of audiobooks which I
have enjoyed listening to as the miles trundle past.
However, we must look forward. My diary for 2021
is filling up with trips and meets. I hope I haven’t
been wildly over-optimistic and that buying a 2021
diary won’t be a complete waste of money!

Loch Avon and Shelterstone Crag

A Butler

TMS
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W

elcome to our 50th edition, and at 36 pages,
our biggest ever – something to celebrate!
There’s not been much to celebrate in 2020,
and at time of writing in early November, England is
about to go into another lockdown, Scotland about to
embark on new five-level restriction measures, Wales
and Northern Ireland also in a lockdown of one form
or another, and no certainty as to what the future
may hold. 2020 has been an extremely challenging
year for everybody, and on the face of it, 2021
doesn’t look like being much better, at least for the
first few months.
So the fact that we have been able to continue
producing the Newsletter uninterrupted this year is
also something to celebrate, especially as, back in
March, we weren’t even sure that the April edition
was going to be printed. That each of these
Newsletters has been full of interesting articles is a
great tribute to the members, who have unfailingly
supported the Society and responded wonderfully
with all their contributions – keep them coming!
This time, we have plenty on Munros (and deleted
Munros), a Corbett or two, the Fife Coastal Path,
trips to the Alps, Pyrenees, and even Australia, as
well as some lockdown stories. The Lindertis Diary
and our annual feature on News from the Alps,
together with some diary dates for next year
(hopefully) complete the picture.
Let us hope that there is at least some return to
‘normality’ next year and that all the Society’s
activities can resume. But only time will tell.
Please send material for the April issue by 28
February 2021 to simed44.ds@gmail.com (max. 1,500
words). The earlier an item is received, the better the
chance of it appearing in the next Newsletter. Photos
should be sent as JPEG files (max. 2MB per photo).
Also, why not drop a line to the Postbag section – we
like to hear from you.
TMS
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