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he last three months have been a 

bit of a mixture for me. After 

nearly fifty years in the same 

house I decided, or it was 

decided for me by she who must 

be obeyed, that various wall and 

path repairs had to be carried out 

to the garden and drive.  I won’t bore you with the 

details but suffice to say that it resulted in my 

apparently tearing a muscle in my shoulder. This 

severely curtailed my activity in the hills. 

Starting with the AGM, the event seemed to be 

popular with members although the timetable 

slipped.  I must take the major responsibility for that.  

In future, we shall have a timetable on display so 

that attendees will be clearer as to when sessions 

start.  We might have to send over-running speakers 

to the naughty corner!  I was very pleased that those 

in attendance agreed to make monetary donations to 

Mountaineering Scotland and The John Muir Trust to 

help to defray their considerable costs in appealing 

against what we consider to be inappropriate 

developments in the hills.   

I managed to tick off my remaining Scottish County 

Tops and also got into the last quarter of the HuMPs. 

When people comment that I must be almost there in 

completing them, I have to point out that that still 

leaves almost 750 to do, including various sea-stacks 

such as the Old Man of Hoy.  

T 

Jim Robertson at Everest Base Camp (5,364m) with a copy of TMS Journal No.4 (see News item on page 6)               Jim Robertson 
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As regards my questionnaire asking members for a 

summary of their walking and climbing records, I 

have now received nearly 200 returns from our 300 

or so members. I would dearly like to get as full as 

possible a record of the make-up of the Society in 

2017 into the archives.  I shall remind non returners 

one last time in the autumn when people are less 

likely to be away from home.  I really do want 

responses from these people even if they do not 

return the questionnaire. That is because I am also 

using the exercise to check the accuracy of our email 

address list. 

In April, Eleanor and I were visiting friends in 

Manchester and they took us out to Castleton to 

climb Mam Tor on a glorious warm day. It was so 

enjoyable that we carried on along the ridge to Lose 

Hill before returning to Castleton for coffee and cake. 

It has taken me a long time to discover that this is a 

very sensible way of finishing a day in the hills. 

Judging by the masses, it is a very popular area but, 

by extending our day, we found that most people 

did not want to stray too far from their cars. 

My next major excursion was the meet at Carbost on 

Skye. Anne Butler is to be congratulated once again 

for organising a very happy meet. Much was done in 

the four days. A friend of mine, Kim, whom I first 

met on a Hamish Brown trip to Morocco, came along 

to fill a last minute cancellation.  Anne had arranged 

for a guide to take some people up the Bhasteir 

Tooth and the Inaccessible Pinnacle on successive 

days. Someone dropped out of the In Pin climb and I 

was delighted that Kim took this slot and got to the 

top. I have been helping her to tick off Munros for a 

good few years but did not especially want the 

responsibility of getting her up that one. When the 

climb of the In Pin was being discussed at the 

evening meal, I mentioned my two stories centred on 

it. The first was when I got to the top of the long 

edge on one occasion, I found my next-door 

neighbours preparing to abseil off. I did not know 

that they were away from home.  The other 

recollection was when I had climbed the long edge in 

a kilt and then managed to put on a harness with bits 

of kilt hanging out everywhere. As I stepped off the 

top to abseil down, a chap’s voice drifted up from 

the viewing gallery on Sgurr Dearg. “Ladies, avert 

your eyes”. 

In late May, I joined a party of Munro Society 

members and friends for a week in Doune on the 

west coast of Knoydart facing Skye.  The party of 

twelve had the use of a fast motorboat to take us out 

to the islands or up and down the coast to sea lochs 

such as Nevis and Hourn.  The weather was a bit 

mixed but we had some glorious weather with 

beautiful sunsets beyond the Cuillin. We visited 

Coruisg in Skye, Rum, Eigg and Muck as well as 

having several expeditions from the shores of Lochs 

Nevis and Hourn.  One day, the only really foul one, 

I was the only idiot who went up high to climb one 

of my beloved HuMPs. When I got back to the 

meeting point in Inverie, I was not in the least bit 

surprised to find the others supping beer in the Old 

Forge. We were privileged to spot seals, porpoises, 

dolphins and otters. We also chased a minke whale 

off the coast of Skye but, like the fish that got away, 

we got no photos because it kept surfacing for a 

moment in various locations and the cameras were 

never pointing the right way.  One night at sunset, 

we got the view in the photograph. I think that Iain 

Robertson gave us all a new word by telling us that 

the effect was known as crepuscular rays. 

In early June, a group of us had a training day in 

Glen Dochart with Nick Kempe who has been doing 

a lot of work in trying to get the relevant authorities 

to act where run-of-river schemes have not been 

properly tidied up. Executive member Jim Robertson 

has drawn up a list of such schemes that should be 

monitored and each has been adopted by a Society 

member. We shall inspect these schemes, once or 

twice a year, and attempt to put pressure on the 

authorities to get remedial work done where we 

think that it is necessary.  Our dedication was sorely 

tested as it hardly stopped pouring on the day. I 

think that I wore the most sensible footwear – a pair 

of wellingtons.  This monitoring programme by 

Munro Society members got us a good mention in 

the recent Scottish Mountaineer magazine. 

We have our pre- and post- dinner speakers 

arranged for the Annual Dinner in Grantown-on-

Spey on 28 October.  I hope to see many of you there. 
 

 
Crepuscular rays - sunset over the Sound of Sleat              Stewart Logan 
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ur summer seems to have come early this 

year, in April and early May, when the sun 

seemed to shine constantly and there was 

little or no rain for weeks. But as is the way of these 

things, the monsoon also seemed to arrive earlier 

than usual, by the middle of May in fact, just in time 

for the TMS Skye meet, and carrying on through 

June. At time of writing (in late June) we can only 

hope for an improvement by the time you read this. 

In this issue of the Newsletter, we take another look 

at Mountain Reporting, have a full report on the 

spring meet on Skye (aforementioned comments on 

monsoon type weather refer), some biographical 

details on the first Munroist (one Archibald Aeneas 

Robertson in case you’ve forgotten), an insight into 

the database of British and Irish hills, an account of a 

two day summer crossing of the Cairngorms, and the 

Robert H MacDonald column – Robert looks at rivers 

this time. 

Then of course there are all the usual news and 

reviews (another book offering from one of our 

members), your letters, the Lindertis Diary, and 

details of forthcoming meets and events, and of 

course, the annual photographic competition. 

Please send articles for the December issue by 31 

October 2017 to simed44.ds@gmail.com (maximum 

1,500 words). Photos should be sent as separate files 

(maximum 2MB per photo). Photographs embedded 

within a Word file cannot be used. 
 

 
The view from Sligachan 
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