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Irvine Butterfield’s favourite view - Liathach from Loch Clair, Torridon, the location of the Big Birthday Bash in September (Tom Forrest) 

 

 
 

t was twenty years ago today, that Sgt 

Pepper taught the band to play .... by 

the Beatles, was the first line in their 

classic album released on 1st June 

1967. One could say that the Munro 

Society, twenty years old on 20 th 

April 2022, is in good company. If we ever reach the 

grand old age of 55 (like Sgt Pepper) we will have 

done well.... 

We have had a wonderful summer in Scotland, 

particularly in the east where it has been 

exceptionally dry and warm. Some might say too hot 

on occasion for hill walking. Certainly my long-

haired Border collies spent several afternoons in 

deep shade in our back garden. Greatly to our 

surprise, upon camping at Scourie in late July, the 

shop owner informed us that their 'summer' had 

been wet, cold and windy. In fact she said ‘we had 

no summer at all’. Consulting a Met Office map of 

rainfall amount, the far north-west was between 25% 

and 50% above the 30-year average! I hope that you 

all had a good summer wherever you live, and got 

out and about - if possible into the hills. 

I 
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In late June we managed our several-times delayed 

holiday to Norway, flying conveniently from 

Aberdeen to Bergen. Bergen is another wet place like 

Fort William, only significantly wetter! The Fort gets 

only 59 inches (1,500mm) annually; Bergen 98 inches 

(2,490mm). We were there four days and it rained for 

three – however it is an attractive city with lots of 

interesting old buildings (Bryggen has lovely 

colourful wooden houses on the old wharf), and 

narrow cobbled streets. We took the Hurtigruten 

coastal voyage to Kirkenes near the Russian border 

and back, some 2,500km. See Newsletter No 44 

(December 2018) for detailed accounts from Glen 

Breaden and Derek Sime. My only extra comments to 

those are: the superb view from Molde – some 42 

mountains in the semi-circle to the south and west, 

and how cold Nordkapp was compared to 

everywhere else (only 8oC with a ferocious biting 

wind). However we then had a Nordic heat wave of 

temperatures at Tromsø (70 

degrees N) of 30oC and even 

higher voyaging south. We 

walked up Torghatten (square 

mountain) a granite mountain 

(258m high) with a big 'hole' 

in it. The hole is a sea cave 

100m above current sea level. 

Extreme isostatic rebound! A 

thoroughly recommended 

voyage. 

The TMS Skye weekend was at Carbost hostel in July 

in superb weather. The main problems were 

avoiding sunburn and managing to open the 

windows in the bunkhouse. Many good hills done by 

all. Congratulations to Oliver Bartrum for 'doing the 

Dubhs'. Another wonderful success for the Society 

and much thanks to Anne Butler for so ably 

organising it. (See page 11).  

John Burdin's funeral was held on 19th th July at 

Friockheim in Angus, in sweltering heat, on the 

hottest day of the year. I was able to attend thanks to 

Mollie, his wife of 65 years, kindly giving me 

permission. It was due to John that Barbara and I 

first attended Doune (Knoydart) and have now been 

seven times. I was representing the Grampian Club 

and the Munro Society. Most unfortunately, Terry 

Isles his closest friend, was unable to attend due to 

illness (see obituary on page 7). 

A few days later we were in the far north-west at 

Scourie. From the sublime (I like heat) to the 

ridiculous. Some 15oC cooler – and wettish. As 

mentioned above, the far north-west had no summer. 

Still, some Grahams were enjoyed, including Sàbhal 

Beag (the northernmost), with lovely old stone 

bridges, and Beinn an Eoin with great views to the 

Fiddler on one side and Suilven on the other. 

In August we were in Torridon (wrong time of year!) 

at Newton cottage for our annual visit. Amazingly, 

the dreaded midges were not too bad, but the 

weather was disappointing except for one brilliant 

day up Beinn a' Chàisgein Beag, a prized Graham 

and one that I had been looking forward to. 

Come 23rd September (the autumn equinox) we were 

at the 20th Anniversary Munro Society celebrations in 

Torridon (again) at the Youth Hostel. This was the 

'Big Birthday Bash' and attended by 41 in the YH 

with a few more in other accommodation. An 

excellent weekend, organised once again by Anne 

Butler. On Saturday a couple of dozen of us went up 

Beinn Damh to be at Oliver Bartrum's completion of 

the Corbetts – quite an achievement coming from 

Hampshire. The weather was also kind and good 

views were to be had. On Monday Roderick Manson, 

Barbara and I met Tom Forrest at his croft, 

Cromasaig, near Kinlochewe to view 'Irvine's Tree', a 

Scots pine (see page 24).  

At the time of writing in late October, we are more 

than half-way through autumn and the leaves have 

almost changed. In southern Angus a few have 

fallen. Red squirrels are darting about the ground 

supplementing their nut stores for the coming 

winter. And the days are getting unpleasantly 

shorter. 

The Munro Society Annual Dinner on 5 th November 

(which was an easy date to remember) at the Grant 

Arms, Grantown-on-Spey already had 60 people 

booked in at time of writing – this is a huge success. 

We keep on returning to this venue as, despite 

diligent searching, no better one has been found that 

suits our requirements. 

The Munro Society booked a stand as usual at the 

38th Dundee Mountain Film Festival at the Bonar 

Hall, Dundee, in November, extolling the attractions 

of being a TMS member, and selling copies of 

Journals old and new. Our very own Alan Rowan, 

Mr Moonwalker himself, was booked to present the 

Irvine Butterfield lecture.  

Finally, I would ask all members to fill out the 

membership questionnaire, enclosed with this 

newsletter, and send it back as soon as possible. 

Thank you, and have a good Christmas. 
.                                       TMS                                           
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elcome to the December Newsletter – and 

thanks to all who contributed to yet another 

bumper 36-page edition! As well as News, 

we have the return of News from the Alps, after a 

break due to the pandemic, followed by a nostalgic 

look back on an ascent of the Matterhorn a quarter of 

a century ago. 

We have the Meet Reports from the summer on Skye, 

and the Big Birthday Bash at Torridon in September 

– both highly successful occasions, each with at least 

one day of respectable weather! 

The middle of the Atlantic might not seem the best 

location for climbing hills, but how wrong you can 

be. This is followed by two items on Skye, both 

covering, inter alia, the Dubhs ridge, albeit from 

different perspectives, one from earlier times, and 

the other during the Skye Meet in July. 

We hear of Munroists afoot in Lancashire, featuring 

some familiar faces, and then some thoughts on 

completions.  

During the Torridon Meet, the opportunity was 

taken by some to have a look at a Caledonian pine 

planted in memory of our first President, Irvine 

Butterfield – first planted by Loch Clair until ravaged 

by deer, and then moved to a deer-proof location 

where it now thrives. That’s followed by a 

cautionary tale on Ben Avon in high summer, and 

the story of the first canine Grahamist, and a round 

of the Corbetts which took 11 years and finished 

during the Torridon meet in September. 

Please send material for the April issue by 28 

February 2023 to simed44.ds@gmail.com (max. 1,500 

words). The earlier an item is received, the better the 

chance of it appearing in the next Newsletter. Photos 

should be sent as separate jpg files (max. 2MB per 

photo), and NOT as embedded files. Also, why not 

drop a line to the Postbag section – we like to hear 

from you!  
                                                                   TMS 
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