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O

nce again the autumn has passed by
in a blaze of colour, winter is almost
upon us and the 2019 ‘summer’ that
never was is just a distant memory.
Temperatures in Aviemore are down
to single figures, the hills have had their first
dustings of snow, the winter duvet is back on the bed
and unless we get some perfect blue sky days over
the next few months my winter hibernation has
begun. I can sometimes be over-cautious in the
winter, but adding Ralph (my canine companion)
into the weather, snow, ice and avalanche mix can
often tip the balance of safety and push me a bit too
far outside my comfort zone.
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For many of us, winter is a time to take stock and
reflect on what has happened during the year. 2019
had a tumultuous start but thankfully things have
now settled down and the Munro Society has begun
to emerge from this difficult period stronger and
ready to move forward.
The Munro Legacy Exhibition is touring Scotland.
Alan Watt and Bill Taylor are now experts at
squeezing the display into some rather small and
challenging spaces, but it is not all hard work as Bill
and Alan have managed to organise a couple of days
hillwalking at each location. The exhibition will be
visiting the Scottish Parliament, Glasgow and
Inverness next year, among others.
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I am turning into a bit of a completion groupie and
this year attended my 33rd list completion when I
joined Alan Rowan on Beinn Fhada on Mull to
celebrate his Graham completion. Alan had had a
busy couple of weeks, completing the Donalds,
Grahams and Munro Tops in the space of a fortnight
and becoming the 59th person to complete the Full
House. In August I joined Hugh Munro on Slioch to
do something his namesake had never achieved, a
Munro completion. The 21st century Hugh Munro
became the first HM on the SMC list of completers.
Even though he is not a Munro Society member (and
yes, I have asked him), Steve Fallon recently broke
his own record and completed his 16th round of
Munros. I suspect that this is a feat that will never be
bettered and I hear that Steve is well into round 17!
Not to be outdone, other Munro Society members
have also been busy. Ralph and I joined Colin Walter
on a blisteringly hot climb up Auchnafree Hill to
mark his final Corbett and we then continued on to
Ben Chonzie where Colin completed his 3 rd round of
Munros.
Frank Johnstone has completed the Donalds on
Craignaw and the Munro Tops on Meall Dearg (a
tricky Top on Liathach). Alf Barnard completed the
Corbetts on Beinn Bhuidhe in Knoydart and Mike
Weedon completed a 2nd round of Munros.
Robert H. MacDonald joined the No.10 club
becoming the first Englishman and one of only 6
people to have climbed 10 rounds.
September proved to be a very busy month with
trips away to Knoydart, Crianlarich, Mull and
Tongue. The first three trips were unashamedly hill
bagging trips with a couple of completions thrown in
for good measure, whilst the trip to Tongue was a
real touristy holiday, although I did manage to sneak
in a walk up Ben Loyal, much to Bill’s disgust!
Bill had wanted to visit Loch Eriboll and the
surrounding area to explore its WWII naval history.
We were there at the end of the month so were lucky
to miss the worst of the NC500 traffic; the roads were
almost empty and we even had some of the beaches
to ourselves. Much to my delight we even managed
to visit the Cocoa Mountain chocolate shop in
Balnakeil near Durness; I was in heaven and Bill had
to forcibly remove me from the shop after
confiscating my credit card.
We travelled east and visited the Flow Country of
Caithness where we experienced the full force of the
bitter winds that blow across the endless miles of
peat bogs. A return via the Strath of Kildonan was

the highlight of the day, a hidden gem that
thankfully very few people (other than fishermen)
seem to know exists……………….and long may it
stay that way.
The Annual Dinner was a great success with lots of
happy faces. I always come away from the weekend
with the over-riding feeling of relief. Relief that
Grantown-on-Spey wasn’t snowed in and everyone
managed to get there, relief that the IT worked, relief
that nobody got food poisoning and that the afterdinner speaker didn’t say anything too risqué or
contentious. And this year we only managed to lose
two people on the President’s Walk!
One of the main challenges for me is to make sure I
speak to all the guests. I tried my best but I apologise
if I didn’t manage to say hello to everyone.
For me winter is a time for planning. I spend many
hours
poring
over
maps
and
booking
accommodation when I should be doing housework.
There are already three Munro Society and two club
meets in the diary; Bill and I have a 25th wedding
anniversary trip planned and a summer holiday
booked and I am hoping for a couple more
completions. I guess the housework will have to
wait.
The screen saver on my computer is a slide show of
my favourite photos from many memorable hill days
over the years. Unsurprisingly, very few of them
feature snowy scenes. I long for the shoots of spring,
those long summer days and the colours of autumn.
The Runrig song ‘Maymorning’ is my mantra
throughout the long winter months and cold dark
nights:
I’m alive again on a Maymorning
Going to wipe the slate clean
Follow my dreams
All the yearning buds are here again
With the promise of a new life to come
Spring is here again.
But for those of you who love the snow and ice, I
hope we have a proper winter this year.

Ard Neakie & Loch Eriboll
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W

elcome to the December Newsletter. As
usual we have an eclectic mix of articles.
Starting with Ann White’s epic race
through the Lairig Ghru, which ended up not quite
as planned (some readers may find the photograph
on page 7 upsetting – I certainly did!). However Ann
bounced back quickly for her trip to the Canadian
Rockies in the summer, although she ended up
questioning the environmental credentials of the
journey, in the context of climate change.
There are two meet reports from Anne Butler –
summer in Glen Feshie and autumn on Mull.
Three people – four completions: Robin Corlett
describes Colin Walter’s Corbetts completion and
third round Munro completion on a sunny day in
Glen Turret, Diana Maddison reports on Robert
MacDonald’s TENTH round Munro completion on
Beinn Fhionnlaidh in Appin – what an achievement –
and Hugh Munro compleats on Slioch.
We have a Christmas tale from Hamish Brown to
add a seasonal touch, and Fred Ward muses on the
Newsletter and its editor!
Our annual News from the Alps feature homes in on
the effect of climate change on the glaciers, with
serious concerns about the future of the glacial
environment.
We have the regular contribution from Robert H
MacDonald, and of course the Lindertis Diary, and
recollections of his first and last Munros by Norman
McNab.
The results, and the winning entries to the
Photographic Competition are included too.
Please send any material for the April issue not later
than 29 February 2020 (yes, it’s a leap year) to
simed44.ds@gmail.com (maximum 1,500 words). The
earlier an item is received, the better the chance of it
appearing in the next Newsletter (although we are
always pleased to receive less time-sensitive articles
to put in the ‘bank’ for future issues). Photos should
be sent as separate JPEG files (maximum 2MB per
photo) – please note that zip files are not acceptable.
Also, why not drop a line to the Postbag section – we
like to hear from you.
TMS
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