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Snowdon descent – see Anne Butler’s article on completing the Furths on page 18                                                                                   Robin Wallace 
 

 

 

 

t is an honour to take over from Stewart as 

President of the Society for the next two 

years. Since its formation in 2002 the 

Society has thrived and now has around 

three hundred members. It is establishing 

itself as a voice on matters pertaining to 

the Scottish mountains and part of the challenge over 

the next two years is to enhance that role. Falling 

within my term in 2019 will be the 100th anniversary 

of Sir Hugh Munro’s death and it is appropriate to 

mark that occasion in some way. Under Stewart’s 

chairmanship we are producing a book, due out in 

October, entitled Scaling the Heights – Measuring 

Scotland’s Mountains, which will tell the story of the 

birth of ‘the Tables’, subsequent revisions and the 

work we did with our own Heightings. We will also 

be putting on an exhibition, ‘The Munro Legacy 

Exhibition’, at the AK Bell Library in Perth from 

March to May 2019. If you have material by way of 

photographs or old gear that would be of interest I 

would like to hear from you. We will also theme the 

Annual Dinner in 2019 around one hundred years of 

hill bagging.  

I would encourage you to get in touch with me if you 

have ideas, or indeed concerns, as to how the Society 

should develop. I believe it is important for members 
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to engage in the Society’s affairs. I understand, of 

course, that some members have limited time or are 

already involved in other activities and join simply 

to keep in touch, but there are lots of ways, time and 

inclination permitting, to become involved. 

Attending a meet, the AGM or the Annual Dinner; 

completing a mountain report; adopting a path; 

monitoring a run of river scheme; writing an article 

for the Newsletter or just expressing a view are ways 

to get involved.  

Anne Butler is doing a great job as Meet Secretary 

having arranged and advertised meets through to 

the end of 2019, some of which are already fully 

booked. I pushed last year for a meet to be held in 

the south and organised by southern based 

members. Oliver Bartrum, ably assisted by Keith and 

Di Williams, duly organised a meet in the Brecon 

Beacons in May. It was a great success for those 

attending with lots of walking in excellent weather 

and pleasant socialising in the evenings. But it wasn’t 

a success for the Society as only nine members 

attended and they were all regular attendees 

anyway. It does appear that members prefer the 

meets to be held in Scotland. 

Our relationship with Mountaineering Scotland, of 

which we are an associate member, is very 

important. They are seen as ‘the voice of Scotland’s 

hill walkers, climbers, mountaineers and ski-tourers’. 

David Gibson retired recently as their CEO and I 

would like to express the Society’s gratitude to 

David for the support he gave us over the years in 

that role. He is a member of TMS and served on our 

committee. All the best in your retirement, David. 

During our last committee meeting Stuart Younie, 

David’s successor as CEO, popped in to introduce 

himself. I am quite sure Stuart will give us the same 

level of support over the next few years. We were 

delighted to tell Stuart that TMS was donating 

£914.40 to the ‚Mend Our Paths‛ initiative of which 

more is said elsewhere in this Newsletter. 

That leads onto a subject that was raised at the AGM. 

Our subscription has now been set at £20 for the past 

ten years. The Society’s finances are in good shape 

and there has been no need to make an increase. 

However, there were suggestions from the floor this 

year and last year that after such a long period of 

time we should be considering an increase as the 

extra money (e.g. an increase of £5 would raise a 

further £1,500 p.a.) could be used to support worthy 

mountain related causes. The committee will 

undertake a review of where extra monies could be 

channelled with a view to bringing something to the 

AGM next year. The decision as to whether to raise 

the subscription and how additional monies could be 

spent is for the members to decide. This is the sort of 

issue I would welcome members’ views on.  

Turning to my own hillwalking activities I have been 

out and about a lot so far this year. I managed a few 

exhausting solo snow plods in Drumochter and Glen 

Eye in January and February, always breaking the 

trail for much younger walkers - Anne Butler did tell 

me not to set off so early! That got me much fitter for 

an excellent week walking in Kintail at the end of 

March when I climbed Sgùrr na Signe, Beinn Fhada 

and Beinn Sgritheall. The last named walk was on a 

superb day with Norman McNab when we 

approached the mountain from Gleann Beag. The 

views into Knoydart as we topped the snow covered 

ridge above Coire Min were outstanding. 

John Green and Robin Corlett stayed with me for a 

few days after the AGM and we had good walks 

over the Beinn a’ Ghlo group, Cruach Ardrain and 

Stob Poite Coire Ardair. I then had a week staying in 

a cottage at Laxford Bridge with six other TMS 

friends. The far north of Scotland is a walkers’ 

paradise and although the weather was mixed I had 

several good days out on Grahams and Marilyns and 

also to Cape Wrath and Sandwood Bay. Following 

the Brecon Beacons meet I stayed with John and 

Sylvia Green for a few days when John continued my 

education on the excellent walks to be had in 

Derbyshire. Finally, I was invited by Alex Thomson 

to spend a few days at the Grampian Club cottage in 

Torridon. En route I had an excellent trip to climb 

Bidein a’ Choire Sheasgaich, Lurg Mhòr and Meall 

Mòr, bivvying beside an unbelievably midge-free 

stream. While there I had walks over Liathach and 

Beinn Eighe collecting a Munro and a few more tops. 
 

 
Norman McNab ascending Beinn Sgritheall                           David Batty 
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he West Highland Way with a difference, 

completions of Munros and Furths, 

Carnmore in depth, Marmite for breakfast, 

the spring meet report, and alternative views on 

cairns, plus lots of news – it’s all here, and much 

more. Enjoy!  

Please send articles for the December issue by 31 

October 2018 to simed44.ds@gmail.com (maximum 

1,500 words), but PLEASE don’t leave it to the last 

minute! The earlier an item is received, the better the 

chance of it appearing in the next Newsletter 

(although we are always pleased to receive less time-

sensitive articles to put in the ‘bank’ for future 

issues). Photos should be sent as separate JPEG files 

(maximum 2MB per photo) – please note that zip 

files are not acceptable. Also, drop a line to the 

Postbag section – we like to hear from you. 
 

 

 
 
 

nce again, the AGM was held at the Birnam 

Institute and was attended by 57 members 

and guests. Outgoing President Stewart 

Logan opened the meeting with a report on the 

activities of The Munro Society over the past twelve 

months. This included the forthcoming TMS 

publication on the Heightings, his recent TV 

appearance on the Antiques Road Trip, the adoption 

of a new logo for TMS, the Irvine Butterfield Lecture 

at the Dundee Mountain Film Festival, attendance at 

the protecting wild land demonstration organised by 

the John Muir Trust outside the Scottish Parliament 

building in Edinburgh and the Society’s involvement 

in monitoring and reporting on the mountain 

environment. 

Hon. Secretary Anne Butler reported that 

membership remains buoyant with 312 current 

members, gave an update on the 2017 meets and  
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