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 hope that you all enjoyed the festive season 

and that you have a good New Year, 

especially in the hills. I have been through a 

big exercise this winter to get the details of all 

my hills climbed into the hill-bagging.co.uk 

web-site.  It provides facilities to maintain your own 

personal records.  Luckily, I have from very early 

days, kept a log of hills climbed so most of the data 

required were readily available.  The site maintains 

over forty different hill lists which are regularly 

updated as surveying brings about changes.  The 

great benefit of this site is that, when you input a hill 

climb, the detail of that hill is immediately linked to 

all the lists that the hill is on.  Also, if a hill is re-

categorised, like the two Munros that our surveyors 

measured to be less than 914.4 metres, your personal 

hill lists are automatically adjusted.  I was amazed at 

how many lists that the system handled.  I saw that 

one of them was County Tops so I asked the system 

how many of the Scottish ones that I had not 

climbed.  It came up with the answer in seconds - 4 

out of 31, since reduced to 2. It informs me that I now 

have only Inverclyde and Dundee high points to 

climb to complete that set.  I would say to members, 

if you think that this would be a useful way to 

maintain your records, do it sooner rather than later.  

The longer that you leave it, the bigger the task of 

inputting all of your records becomes.  

On this question of inputting data to computers, I 

have mentioned before that, as Ex. Officio Archivist, 

I 
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I am very keen to get a summary record of members’ 

climbing achievements into the archives. Even this 

small amount, of no more than a few bits of 

information, would take me some time to type into a 

database.  I therefore designed a turnaround 

questionnaire document and, in late January, 

emailed it to those for whom we have email 

addresses. We know that we do not have email 

addresses for some members and the form was sent 

to them by post. At the same time, they were asked 

to let The Society have their email address if they 

had one and were willing to release it.  The intention 

is that members complete the form and return it to 

me.  The returns received so far make fascinating 

reading – especially in the additional comments 

section. However, at the time of writing this blog, 

only about one third of members have responded. 

All but a handful of the emails sent out were not 

bounced back so had presumably reached the 

recipients.  Members can of course choose not to 

respond to my questionnaire.  However, I would 

appreciate an email to me confirming that you got 

my message.  We are keen to make more use of 

emails to communicate with members and want to 

ensure that our messages are getting to you.  I hope 

that I have thanked all those who submitted their 

information by email. If I missed any, and to those 

who gave me the information by post, I thank you 

now. 

David Fraser, our Webmaster, has spent a lot of time 

in the last year working with a company on a 

redesign of our web site.  It was recognized that the 

existing one had a dated appearance and its structure 

made it quite cumbersome to keep up to date.  David 

Batty, Derek Sime, Bill Taylor and I got together with 

David Fraser to decide what should be on it and how 

it should be presented.  We then had to prepare the 

data and David Fraser populated the new site.   By 

the time that you are reading this, the new one 

should be up and running.  Derek Sime is to be 

especially thanked as he is not even on the Executive.  

However, he has long proved how thorough he is by 

producing the Newsletters and also leading the team 

which produced the Journal once again. The Journal 

really is a very entertaining read and he and his sub-

committee are to be sincerely congratulated.  

After the web group had a meeting in Derek’s house 

in Stirling, he took us on a quick jaunt up Dumyat.  It 

was an overcast day with a bitter wind and, after the 

recent snow which had come and gone very quickly, 

the path was very wet and muddy.  One member 

gave an unplanned demonstration of skiing without 

skis on a steep muddy bit. The most impressive part 

was that he managed to stay upright (just). 
 

 
David Fraser, Stewart Logan, Derek Sime - Dumyat  Photo–David Batty 
 

It was pointed out to us after last year’s safety 

lectures at Aviemore, that we were the only sponsor 

whose logo did not include the name of the 

organization.  Also, we use as our logo the motif 

created for and displayed on the Munroist tie.  This 

tie can, of course, be worn by anyone who has 

climbed all of the Munros.  The Executive Committee 

decided that our logo should contain the name of the 

Society and should uniquely identify us.   I 

personally feel that we should go for a totally new 

logo.  Anne Butler reports on page 4 on to how we 

intend to go about this.  

I have been walking and climbing in the Scottish hills 

for over sixty years and had very few access 

problems.  I did, however, always respect deer 

stalking, either avoiding areas in season or seeking 

permission first.  However, in recent years, having 

been up most of the high hills, I have turned my 

attention to smaller ones, not, I hasten to add, 

because the bigger ones are beyond me.  I discovered 

that these lower hills got me into new areas of 

Scotland, especially near the coasts and on the 

islands.  However, I have probably had more 

confrontations, normally friendly, in the last ten 

years than in the previous forty or fifty.  I don’t 

know if keepers and farmers feel that more 

responsibility is falling on them since the access 

legislation came in.  I suspect, and hope, that it is 

more to do with my being on lower hills close to 

arable land where walkers are not normally seen.  I 

wonder if anyone else has detected any change in 

attitudes. 

By the time that this reaches you we will again be 

approaching the summer with its long days.  I wish 

you all the best in making good use of them. 
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pring is here once again (or at least it will be 

by the time you read this), and time to get out 

there! But hopefully you’ll still have a bit of 

time to read our latest Newsletter. The cover photos 

in this edition are by Norman McNab, and I think 

you will agree that they are absolutely stunning. 

David Batty has an item on Mountain Reports, 

together with an example of a Report, and Stewart 

Logan remembers an epic in the Atlas, while Alex 

Thomson recalls a trip to Arran, with unexpected 

motoring and musical connections. Alan Rowan, 

whose new book “A Mountain before Breakfast” was 

published in the autumn, writes on Fisherfield, and 

then we have a Royal connection from Charles 

Everett, and mountain botany from Findlay Swinton.  

There are the regular features – the Robert H 

MacDonald column, the Lindertis Diary, diary dates 

and the Postbag, and we also have a veritable library 

of book reviews in this issue, two of the books 

having been written by TMS members. 

Please send articles for the August issue by 30 June 

2017 to simed44.ds@gmail.com (maximum 1,500 

words please). The earlier you submit your material 

the greater the chance of getting it published in the 

next Newsletter (although we are always pleased to 

receive less time-sensitive articles to put in the 

“bank” for future issues). Photos should be sent as 

separate files (maximum 2MB per photo). 

(Photographs embedded within a Word file cannot 

be used). Also, drop a line to the Postbag section – 

we like to hear from you. 
 

 
Sgorr Ruadh 
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