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Copper glow on the southern Cuillin peaks - see ‘Sunset from the Roof of Skye’ article on page 29       (Alan Rowan) 

 

 
 

 very warm welcome to Munro 

Society members and their families. I 

hope that you all had a good spring 

and early summer. The most astute 

of you may have noticed the change 

in the title of this piece – more 

accurate and friendly in my humble opinion! The 

weather since the beginning of May has been 

unequivocally superb – apart from the East of 

Scotland, where a flow of easterlies off the cold 

North Sea kept it cooler than average. ‘West is best’ 

says a good friend of mine. That is however 

discounting the dreaded little varmints – midges – 

which seem to start making their presence known 

earlier and earlier every year. Global warming? 

Interestingly enough for those like myself (I worked 

with red deer for twelve years), red deer on Rùm at 

Kilmory now calve twelve days earlier than before. 

The research there has been ongoing since 1972. A 

red deer calf can now be born as early as 10 th May. 

Logic therefore tells one that the 'rut' must also start 

that much sooner. In short, every aspect of the deer 

life has advanced by about a week or more. The 

explanation? Possibly that of an increased amount of 

nutritious vegetation, due to the warmer climate – 

leading to better deer condition. 
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The AGM on 25 th March was held on Zoom. 

Unfortunately, it was disappointingly attended, and 

made last year’s (2022) 'real' AGM with 31 attendees 

at Perth seem like a veritable feast. This year we only 

attracted 20, with 11 of those from the Executive 

Committee plus the Webmaster. Not good. Next year 

we will be at Birnam Arts at Birnam (an old friend) 

near Dunkeld, on 6 th April 2024. 

For myself, I have been 'out and about' this spring. 

Firstly, in April: Graham bagging in the north 

around Loch Arkaig, then including curiously 

'Burach', another of the 'new' Grahams near Fort 

Augustus. As it is only just off the 'Great Glen Way', I 

met numerous walkers including Canadians, who 

were puzzling as to why I was bothering myself with 

such a walk. I tried to explain, but it fell on deaf ears!  

Then in early May to foreign parts in deepest 

southern Germany at Berchtesgaden, a picturesque 

and mountainous enclave, encircled on three sides 

by Austria. The highest mountain is Watzmann, 

2,713m (8,901ft), Germany's third-highest, which 

dominates the area. Hitler had the Kehlsteinhaus or 

'Eagle's Nest' here, at a dramatic height of 1,820m 

(almost 6,000ft) – unfortunately closed due to the 

unseasonably late snowfall. A beautiful area, which 

also has the Röthbachfall, the highest waterfall in 

Germany, with a vertical drop of 470 metres (1,542ft). 

Well worth a visit outwith the tourist season. 

Upon returning to Scotland on 12 th May, we collected 

our new acquisition Jeanie, a Border Collie born on 

12th March. She is a replacement for Rhona, who 

departed this life after 15 years and 3 months. Jeanie 

had barely 'touched ground' before we were in 

Torridon at the Grampian Club’s Newton Cottage, 

for our annual visit. Grahams near and far were 

cycled to and climbed. Even a double Munro (Beinn 

Alligin) was climbed via The Horns. My companion 

had been to the Himalaya several times, but she 

complained that this was the hardest mountain that 

she had ever climbed. My retort was ‘but this is 

Scotland’. Back at the Alligin car park the midges 

were already swarming...... 

The next trip for the first weekend in June was to 

Mull for the Munro Society weekend meet to 

Craignure. The weather was unusually hot for 

Scotland. Sun hats and lotions were the order of the 

day, and in the early morning and evenings – midge 

defences. Another fantastic TMS meet. Many thanks 

to Anne Butler for organising this. I am already 

looking forward to the Strontian meet and quite a 

few new (to me) Grahams. 

Shortly after the Mull meet, I escaped to the north 

again in our campervan, intent on 'tidying up' the 

north-east (Strathconon and Strathcarron) and wild 

camping for four nights, then motoring west to the 

Ardelve campsite where I treated myself to two 

nights’ luxury. Hot showers! The bike rides up Glen 

Elchaig to Iron Lodge were as long as ever – 

seemingly shortened by the early (before 06:00) starts 

to (partly) escape the heat. An Cruachan, a long 

sought-after Graham, was reached in five hours. It 

was the second of the day. However, although I like 

heat and sun, the walk out to the bike was hard 

work. A decent hat is totally essential. 

In the April edition (No. 57) I mentioned in my 

President's Blog that we needed a new TMS Treasurer 

as Oliver Bartrum would most likely be stepping 

down at the next AGM to become the President. To 

my absolute delight, and pure astonishment (!), we 

had a more-than-willing volunteer: David Campbell-

Kelly. He has loads of experience as a Chartered 

Accountant and brings enthusiasm as well. To add to 

this fortuitous bounty, we have two other new 

members on the Executive: Phil Massey and Keith 

Mathieson. Many thanks are due to all three of them 

for volunteering. Their three résumés and photos are 

published on page 7.  

TMS members have had the Late Summer Meet from 

28th to 31st July at Strontian, staying at the Ariundle 

Bunkhouse. This was fully booked. However, there 

are two further events to look forward to later this 

year. Firstly, the Autumn Meet from 22nd to 25th 

September in Glen Coe at the Glencoe Alpine Hostel, 

and secondly, and by no means the least, the Annual 

Dinner in Grantown-on-Spey at the Grant Arms 

Hotel on 28th October - a veritable feast of activities. I 

look forward to seeing many of you at the Dinner – it 

is always extremely convivial and most pleasant. 
                                   TMS                                           

                                      

 
Sgùrr nan Ceathramhnan from Càrn na Braebaig                  Alf Barnard 
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ometimes we hillwalkers like to do something 

a little bit different in the great outdoors, and 

for me, that often involves cycling. Back in 

May, I cycled from Dalmally via the length of the 

Outer Hebrides, and then coast to coast from 

Ullapool to the Kyle of Sutherland before finishing at 

Lairg. You could call it B2B (Barra to the Butt) plus 

C2C (coast to coast). And it turns out that I wasn’t 

the only TMS member to be cycling on the Western 

Isles, as Mike Thornton reveals on page 24.  

Alan Brook took a long way round to the Mull Meet, 

and Anne Butler gives a full report on the meet. Peter 

Barlass has an overnight walk in the Cairngorms 

with an old friend while Oliver Bartrum describes a 

marathon four-day trek through Knoydart starting at 

Glenfinnan and finishing in Inverie.  

Bill Wheeler has been searching the archives again 

and has dusted down another of Irvine Butterfield’s 

essays, this time on Liathach. That’s followed by two 

articles on memorable summits – the first by Mike 

Baughan (a truly harrowing account, although 

thankfully with a happy ending) and the second a 

smörgåsbord of summit encounters by Roger Drye.  

After Mike Thornton’s bike ride we have two articles 

on Skye, the first from Andrew Fraser, extolling the 

magic of the island away from the Cuillin, and the 

second a sunset view from the ridge and a delayed 

fourth round completion from Alan Rowan. 

All that is followed by the usual diary stuff and 

details of this year’s Photo Competition. 

Please send material for the December issue by 31 

October 2023 to simed44.ds@gmail.com (max. 1,500 

words). The earlier an item is received, the better the 

chance of it appearing in the next Newsletter. Photos 

should be sent as separate jpg files (max. 2MB per 

photo), and NOT as embedded files. Also, why not 

drop a line to the Postbag section – we like to hear 

from you!  
                                                                   TMS 
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