
 
 

 

         

  

 

                            The Munro Society 

     NEWSLETTER  No. 46, August 2019  

 
                          

 

 

 
On route from Dingboche to Lobuche (Day 7)  (See article on page 24)                                                                                                  Stephen Lynas 

 

 

 

 

aving been Acting President since 

David Batty died last November, I 

was officially voted into the post of 

President at the AGM in March. 

David will be a hard act to follow.  

I am writing this blog at midsummer; the central 

heating is still on and last week the maximum 

temperature in Aviemore only reached 5°C. I am 

optimistic that by the time you read this, the summer 

Newsletter, I will have been able to take the winter 

duvet off of the bed! 

After a lot of hard work from many Munro Society 

members the Munro Legacy Exhibition finally 

opened at the AK Bell Library in Perth on 5th March. 

The exhibition proved to be a great success with staff 

at the library reporting a large number of visitors 

and many positive comments written in the visitors’ 

book. Bill Taylor and Alan Watt are now taking the 

exhibition on tour to various locations throughout 

Scotland so it can be viewed by a wider audience. 

Scaling the Heights, our latest publication, was sent 

out to members in October. The book documents the 

Heightings project and has been reviewed in various 

publications including The Scots Magazine and 

Scottish Mountaineer. As a result, sales to non-

members have been so good we are now in the 

process of organising a reprint. 
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In March a debate took place in the Scottish 

Parliament to mark the centenary of Sir Hugh 

Munro’s death and record his contribution to 

hillwalking. The debate was tabled by Liz Smith 

MSP, who is also a Munro Society member, and was 

attended by Bill Taylor, Stewart Logan, Alan Watt 

and Bill Wheeler (see page 15). The Munro Society 

and the exhibition were mentioned favourably in the 

debate which can be viewed online at 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=j9GyGNSMwOw 

As part of our objective to ‘give something back to 

the mountains’, TMS is this year working with 

Mountaineering Scotland to deliver night navigation 

courses. Mountain Rescue Teams have highlighted 

an increasing problem with hillwalkers getting into 

difficulties in the autumn when the evenings draw in 

quickly and they are unprepared for getting 

themselves off the hill in fading light and darkness. 

The courses will equip 35 people with the necessary 

skills to enable them to navigate off the hill safely 

after dark. 

I am not a big fan of winter walking and always look 

forward to the arrival of spring. This year however 

got off to a very slow start with gales and late snow 

forcing the cancellation of a couple of planned trips. 

At the beginning of April, Ralph (my canine walking 

companion), decided it would be a good idea to eat a 

pine cone, which unfortunately blocked his intestine 

and he had to undergo emergency surgery to remove 

it. The following two weeks of rest and recuperation 

were very difficult for both of us. Thankfully he was 

fully recovered in time for the TMS meet at Strontian. 

Immediately after the meet we met up with a friend 

to canoe up Loch Cuaich to climb the remote Corbett 

Ben Aden. It was an adventure, but extremely hard 

work in the unaccustomed heat and with water-level 

being so low it was a struggle carrying a 17ft canoe 

through the grass, boulders and mud to reach the 

launch spot. The summit views were worth the effort 

but I am not convinced that our waterborne 

approach was any easier than climbing it on foot! 

Ralph and I also stayed at Carnmore Lodge in 

Fisherfield. My last visit to Carnmore involved a 

five-hour walk-in carrying a large camping pack; this 

time we were ferried in by car, 4x4 and boat, door-to-

door as guests of the estate. There were eight of us 

staying at the Lodge which is lit by candles and 

paraffin lamps, heated by an open fire with cooking 

on a Raeburn. We took the opportunity to climb 

some of the remotest Corbetts and Grahams in the 

country and one of our group climbed A’ 

Mhaighdean (the remotest Munro), two days after 

her 80th birthday.  

Shortly after this trip we travelled to South Uist to 

climb the Graham Beinn Mhòr in unseasonably wet 

and windy weather. The next day the weather 

changed for the better and Ralph and I enjoyed 

walks on the beaches of Berneray on our way to 

catch the ferry to Harris. It is the first time I have 

visited the Outer Hebrides and actually seen the 

white sands and turquoise waters first hand. It was 

also Ralph’s first experience of beach walking 

outside the sands of Loch Morlich and he excelled 

himself running scared from the waves he was 

convinced were chasing him! Whilst boarding the 

ferry for Harris a familiar figure was pushing his 

bike on board, none other than Newsletter editor 

Derek Sime, busy cycling his way from Wemyss Bay 

to Lairg via the entire length of the Outer Hebrides.  

We joined our friends near Tarbert and spent the 

weekend enjoying walks up Clisham, Tiorga Mòr, 

Oireabhal and Uisgneabhal Mòr with evening strolls 

on Luskentyre beach (Tràigh Losgaintir) and along 

the Golden Road in warm hazy sunshine, whilst 

many parts of the mainland were experiencing 

torrential rain and thunderstorms.  

We were also pleased to be part of Alex Thompson’s 

2nd Munro Round completion on Mullach Clach a’ 

Bhlàir on Easter Saturday. It was many years before 

Alex would even admit he was climbing a 2nd round 

and the completion was well worth waiting for. Alex 

was joined by several friends and family and has yet 

to confirm if a 3rd round is on the cards. 

On 22nd June, Bill, Ralph and I were joined by 30 

other Munro Society members on a walk up Ben 

Vorlich (Loch Lomondside) to celebrate David 

Batty’s posthumous 3rd Munro round completion. It 

was a fitting way for David’s friends to celebrate his 

life and an end to a prolific hillwalking career. This 

was followed by dinner at the Crianlarich Hotel and 

it was estimated that the average age of those on the 

hill that day had been 73. 
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s mentioned in Anne’s Blog, I write this 

having not long returned from a cycling tour 

of the Outer Hebrides, in much better 

weather than I expected, and much better than that 

being experienced further south, only then to enjoy a 

mini heatwave followed by a thunderstorm – the 

quintessential British summer. Not long before all 

that I had a chance meeting with Glen Breaden in 

Strath Ossian, and Glen writes of a day on Beinn na 

Lap on page 13.  

What was surprising this spring was the amazing 

weather for the Strontian meet (see page 10). The 

shape of things to come I hope! 

In this issue you can read about the committee 

members, and accounts of what the Munros and hills 

in general mean to our members.  

The centenary of Munro’s death was marked by a 

debate in the Scottish Parliament, and Liz Smith 

recalls the occasion on page 15. Then Mark Gibson 

takes us on the second part of his Hebridean voyage 

and Grahame Downer gives us a further perspective 

on the Hurtigruten.  

But to our cover story - this ‘Himalayan Special’ has 

three articles on recent trips to the Greater Ranges 

out east – Ann White and Jim Robertson both on 

return visits, and an article on EBC from a young lad 

just starting out in hillwalking – and what a start - 

our guest article, from Stephen Lynas. 

Round that off with the Robert H MacDonald 

Column, and the Lindertis Diary, and hopefully you 

will find it all an enjoyable read. 

Please send any material you might have for the 

December issue not later than 31 October 2019 to 

simed44.ds@gmail.com (maximum 1,500 words), but, 

as always, PLEASE don’t leave it to the last minute! 

The earlier an item is received, the better the chance 

of it appearing in the next Newsletter (although we 

are always pleased to receive less time-sensitive 

articles to put in the ‘bank’ for future issues). Photos 

should be sent as separate JPEG files (maximum 2MB 

per photo) – please note that zip files are not 

acceptable. Also, why not drop a line to the Postbag 

section – we like to hear from you. 
TMS 
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