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David Batty on Beinn Sgritheall, in March 2018                                                                                                                                  ©Norman McNab 
 

 

 

avid Batty’s sudden death on 20th November 

2018 came as a massive shock.  When he 

first joined The Munro Society in 2007 David 

expressed a desire to become involved within its 

activities, and get involved he certainly did. David 

was ever present; he never missed a meet, AGM or 

Annual Dinner; he had served on the Executive 

Committee since 2010, holding the posts of Secretary, 

Treasurer and Vice President. He was President at 

the time of his death. David’s immersion into the 

Society’s affairs was testimony to the gratification he 

gained from trips to the hills with fellow members.  

David may have been a familiar name to most TMS 

members, but to many he was a great friend and 

companion, always willing to share his knowledge 

and boundless enthusiasm for the hills with 

everybody he walked with. His knowledge of the 

Scottish hills was immense. He was a man who loved 

the hills, no matter what the weather, how long or 

short the day or how fit his companions were. He 

pursued everything he undertook with unrivalled 

professionalism and enthusiasm and there was 

always an underlying determination to get things 

done. 

David climbed his first Scottish hill, Ben Venue, in 

1959. He was accompanied by his father and he 

climbed in his school shoes as he did not own any 

walking boots. This was followed by Cairngorm in 

1961 on a school rambling club outing. The seed was 

sown; he was entranced by the scenery and later 
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found inspiration for further trips into the hills after 

reading the works of WH Murray. 

After leaving school David took up an accountancy 

apprenticeship in Glasgow and qualified as a 

Chartered Accountant in 1967. During this time, he 

climbed hills in Torridon and the Cairngorm 4,000ft 

mountains on a backpacking trip. He carried on 

climbing hills piecemeal until 1989 when, sitting on 

the summit of Buachaille Etive Mòr on an idyllic day, 

the desire arose to climb all the Munros. Always 

keen to set goals and stretch himself, David decided 

to climb his remaining 233 Munros before his 50th 

birthday, leaving himself five years to do so. This 

involved completing some very big hill days. He 

climbed all the Mamores during a single walk, the 

three Knoydart Munros in a day plus the Grey 

Corries and Aonachs as a day trip. David succeeded 

in his goal and became a Munroist with a week to 

spare, eventually completing on Meall nan 

Tarmachan. David considered trips to the Cuillin, 

Fisherfield and Knoydart and walks on Beinn Eighe, 

Seana Bhraigh and the Aonach Eagach as the 

highlights of his Munro round. The remoteness of 

the country, the magical scenery and overcoming the 

physical challenges involved made these days his 

stand-out favourites. 
 

 
On the hill with John Green                                                 Iain Robertson 
 

Following his Munro completion David turned his 

attention to many of the classic mountain scrambles 

in Scotland; completing Ledge Route, Castle Ridge, 

Curved Ridge, Crowberry Gully, Tower Ridge, the 

Cuillin Ridge traverse and Pinnacle Ridge on Garbh 

Bheinn before his attention was turned elsewhere. 

At the beginning of 2000 David was bitten by the 

running bug and became heavily committed to 

marathon running. Between 2002 and 2008 he 

completed seven half-marathons and seven 

marathons, eventually, at the age of 60, achieving his 

best marathon time of 3 hours 35 minutes.  

Following the death of his wife in 2008, David 

realised that the best therapy for him would be a 

return to the hills. Completion of the Corbetts would 

have been the logical next step. However, when 

staying at the Cluanie Inn he met Lady Anderson 

(the second female Munroist) who stated that she 

‘didn’t consider a hill climbed until the whole hill is 

climbed’. David understood this to mean the Munro 

Tops as well as the main summits and he decided to 

undertake a second Munro round, this time 

including the Tops. It was during that time that 

David also decided to complete a ‘Full House’, (that 

is all the hills categorised by the SMC - Munros, 

Munro Tops, Corbetts, Grahams, Donalds and 

Furths). He made short work of the remaining 

Munros and Tops, and having joined TMS in 2007, 

was joined by several members at the summit of Ben 

Vorlich in 2011 to complete his second round, 

followed by the short hop over to the North Top for 

the completion of the Tops.  

By this time David was well accustomed to walking 

solo and he had also purchased a camper van. There 

was no luxury involved; it was a decidedly 

downmarket ‘Bongo’ with the concept of roughing it 

very evident! David had also developed a liking and 

a considerable flair for mountain photography. He 

had an inherent ability to capture the essence of the 

mountain landscape, realising that setting a slower 

pace on the hill allowed for a greater understanding 

of the surroundings. On poor weather days he took a 

keen interest in the smaller delights, taking pictures 

of rocks, flowers or insects.  
 

 
David with Alex Thomson on Stac Pollaidh                         Glen Breaden 
 

Becoming a member of The Munro Society allowed 

David to totally immerse himself into the Society’s 

activities and develop several deep and lasting 

friendships, these formed through a mutual love of 

the hills, leading to many memorable days on the hill 

together. 
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In 2010 David took on the rôle of Mountain Reports 

Co-ordinator for TMS. This led him to appreciate the 

mountains from a different perspective, acquiring 

knowledge of flora and fauna and landscape 

features. As with any project he became involved 

with, David threw himself into the rôle with great 

enthusiasm. He would stop to investigate droppings 

left by local fauna, later stopping for lunch, eating his 

piece with the same hands that had been happily 

examining dung a few moments earlier! 

Between 2010 and 2014 David focussed on 

completing the Corbetts. Here the camper van came 

into its own, allowing multi-day trips to remoter 

areas. Trips to Rum, Fisherfield, Flowerdale, 

Knoydart and Moidart, coinciding with excellent 

weather, once again provided David with the 

happiest days of his Corbett round. David’s Corbett 

completion on Beinn Odhar has become legendary. 

Accompanied by many friends from TMS, it was 

notable for some truly appalling cold, wet and windy 

weather. He dragged us up a less than idyllic route, 

along a track ankle deep in cattle manure and over a 

barbed wire fence up in to the maelstrom.  

David found the Grahams particularly satisfying. 

Enjoying the solitude, remote and demanding terrain 

in addition to the photographic opportunities, he 

took particular joy viewing the Munros from smaller 

hills and entirely new viewpoints. He completed the 

Grahams on Carnan Cruithneachd in 2015; this also 

marked his completion of the SMC Full House and 

he became the 39th person recorded as doing so. 

Following his Full House completion David 

continued to be an inveterate list ticker. He compiled 

a list of the Scottish hills between 1,500 and 2,000ft 

and had finally admitted to climbing a third round of 

Munros and a second round of Munro Tops. At the 

time of his death he was still actively working 

towards these. Until this admission, any additional 

Munro was always for his ‘Not a third round’! 

David was well known for his customary generosity, 

ever helpful to anyone requiring company on a walk, 

often putting his own ambitions on hold or cutting 

his personal plans short to accompany friends 

towards achieving their own goals. He was a true 

cavalier, always lending a hand when others felt 

uneasy or out of their comfort zones. Following his 

Full House completion David became mentor to 

others with advice on routes, especially those 

combining hills to maximise a day out. David 

encouraged Munro baggers to set forth on to the 

Corbetts and introduced many to the joys of the 

Grahams. 

Anyone who ever walked with David always felt at 

ease; he was always generous with his time and 

expertise. He was a grand companion on any walk. 

Conversation was always easy, lively and to the 

point - family, grandchildren, holidays past and 

future, music, but it was always his passion for the 

hills which was foremost. David always managed to 

keep his sense of fun, whether this was crawling on 

his hands and knees to remove an owl hiding under 

his car, or arguing light-heartedly about where to 

pitch tents and then complaining all night about the 

lumps and bumps. 
 

 
David on the ‘Mary Doune’ on a Knoydart trip                  Iain Robertson 
 

David’s relationship with the hills can be summed 

up in his own words. ‘The hills have brought me a 

lot of pleasure, mainly for the uncomplicated reason 

that I enjoy being amongst them and the physical 

demands they bring. They have brought temporary 

relief at times of stress or after the death of a loved 

one. They have satisfied my need to achieve 

demanding personal goals, something which is in 

my make-up, and is important to me. For me it is 

uncomplicated.  I was born with an innate love of the 

hills within me and a certain amount of drive. These 

two factors came together to lead me to climb all the 

hills I have climbed. That I should have got such 

satisfaction from it is straightforward and no 

surprise to me’ 

And now, all too suddenly he has gone. The loss to 

his friends and family is immense; we have lost in 

David a fine friend and companion, but above all a 

true gentleman of the hills. He will be a hard act to 

follow. In the words of Alex Thomson, ‘Rest in Peace 

David. It was a privilege to have known you’. 
 

TMS 
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he April edition was planned as a special to 

mark the centenary of Munro’s death. David 

Batty had been keen to mark this occasion, 

both within the Newsletter, and of course with the 

Exhibition (see page 6). However, to make the 

publication of this special material more permanent, 

it has now been decided instead to incorporate these 

articles in Journal No 5, which will be published in 

2020 (see page 5). The ‘What the Munros Mean to 

Me’ articles will be published in this year’s 

Newsletters, commencing with this edition (see page 

9). 

Memories and reflections feature strongly in the 

Newsletter, from Grahame Downer, and from 

Roderick Manson (on Irvine Butterfield, our first 

President, who died in May 2009), Dave Irons’ year 

of anniversaries, memorable days from Andrew 

Fraser, and a look back at a trek in the Cairngorms in 

the nineties by John Ross. We also have the first part 

of a two-part series from Mark Gibson on his 

Hebridean voyage last summer, a guest article about 

thoughts on bothies from Richard Genner, and of 

course the Robert H MacDonald column – this time 

Robert looks back, among other things, to a 

successful trip in remote hills during the long hot 

summer of 2018. 

The Newsletter would not be complete without the 

Lindertis Diary of course, and there are two book 

reviews (including one of our own Scaling the Heights 

book, reviewed by Alan Rowan). The postbag, and 

dates for two meets in 2020 round things off. 

Please send any material you might have for the 

August issue not later than 30 June 2019 to 

simed44.ds@gmail.com (maximum 1,500 words), but, 

as always, PLEASE don’t leave it to the last minute! 

The earlier an item is received, the better the chance 

of it appearing in the next Newsletter (although we 

are always pleased to receive less time-sensitive 

articles to put in the ‘bank’ for future issues). Photos 

should be sent as separate JPEG files (maximum 2MB 

per photo) – please note that zip files are not 

acceptable. Also, why not drop a line to the Postbag 

section – we like to hear from you. 
TMS 
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