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Cruach Ardrain in late February – a ‘proper winter’ for once (see Winter Weather Diary on page 25)                                                         Derek Sime 
 

 

 

 

s I write this in mid-February 

there have been several recent 

incidents in the Scottish hills, 

some with fatal results. What 

struck me was that the majority 

appear to involve walkers or 

cross-country skiers as opposed to climbers.  In my 

local area near Glasgow we do not normally get 

much snow.  However, in the past six weeks I have 

had to clear my steep drive several times, sometimes 

more than once in a day. The weather has been 

changing rapidly from spring-like but cold 

conditions to blizzard.  I don’t know if this indicates 

future weather trends but it does show that we have 

always to be on our guard in the hills, checking 

forecasts and being prepared to retreat rapidly 

especially from remote locations. One of the fatalities 

was on Beinn a’ Chaorainn near Spean Bridge where 

a walker plunged through the cornice. My climbing 

club always tried to avoid that hill on a misty wintry 

day where the route to take in all three tops is along 

the edge of the cliffs.  In these conditions, map and 

GPS are not adequate and safety is more about local 

knowledge. I often wonder what proportion of 

accidents is due to people tackling an unfamiliar hill 

in bad weather. 

This is my last blog after being your President for the 

last two years. As I said when I took on the task, I 

was very proud as a Kirriemarian to be asked to do 

so.  My efforts to increase the membership by giving 

slide-shows to clubs did not appear to bear fruit but 

it is very encouraging to see that our membership 
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has passed the 300 mark.  We continue to support 

mountain safety lectures and have given financial 

assistance to organisations opposing some wind-

farm applications.  We are also collaborating with 

other organisations in monitoring run-of-river hydro 

schemes to check that ground is properly reinstated 

after commissioning.  I hope that we can also give 

assistance on the Adopt a Path scheme which Anne 

White has appealed to members to support. These 

schemes do not take a great amount of effort by 

walkers but reporting back on them to the 

appropriate authorities is invaluable. 

An episode of the BBC TV programme, the ‘Antiques 

Road Trip’, was taking place in north-east Scotland 

and the producer wanted to film a sequence about 

Sir Hugh Munro, as Kirriemuir was on the route.   

I accepted the invitation to take part in the show as I 

thought that it would give me a chance to promote 

The Munro Society. The Society was mentioned in 

the first few seconds of the broadcast but my other 

attempts to mention it were all edited out.  Perhaps 

that was not unexpected in a five minute sequence. 

The programme did not exactly show me to be a 

canny Scot. In it, entirely unplanned, my inquisitor, 

who had to make money by buying items and then 

selling them at auction, offered to buy my sporran 

for a tenner. I was so taken aback and, knowing that I 

wanted to replace it anyway as it was rather past it, I 

accepted. It was sold for £38 at auction and my new 

sporran cost me £95! 

The Annual Dinner appeared to go very well and I 

was pleased that, for the second year running, we 

had a good turnout on the President’s Walk. On the 

Dinner weekend I had two very different attitudes 

from keepers. On the Friday, I went to climb a hill 

near Tomintoul. I asked the keeper if I could leave 

the car at the stables where I was already on private 

land. He directed me further into the estate to where 

I should park and follow a footpath up past 

shooting-butts towards the top of my hill. As you get 

older you will accept any such benefits. Next 

morning, I approached another keeper in the area 

and he said that I could go up my chosen hill but to 

follow the track round to the north so as not to 

disturb a partridge shoot. This made my day far 

longer because I had meant to climb it from the 

south.  On coming off the hill, I met a local chap 

going on a short walk. He told me that the shoot had 

been in a totally different area well away from the 

hill.  On another recent trip to my homeland of Glen 

Prosen, the keeper told me the best way up the hill, 

where the fences were if it got misty, and boggy 

areas to avoid.  In the main I have found that, if you 

ask keepers, they respect your recognising their 

authority and they are normally very helpful. 

In the autumn, Eleanor and I had a very pleasant 

week in a self-catering cottage near Aberfeldy. It was 

in fact just along from Dull which, as the sign says, is 

twinned with Boring in Oregon. We managed to get 

onto the hills but I have to admit that the highlight 

was lying in a hot-tub looking up to the stars in a 

cloudless sky.  It took a real effort to get out of it and 

face the bitter cold. 

As I mentioned in my previous blog, I am chairing a 

small committee which intends to produce a book on 

the ‘Heightings’ project. The text is nearing 

completion and we plan to have it available in good 

time for the centenary of Munro’s death next year.  In 

my other role as Archivist, I am working on getting 

the archives for that project and the MQI one finally 

completed. 

The John Muir Trust has submitted a response to the 

draft new Planning Bill for Scotland and pointed out 

that there was little mention as to how wild land can 

be further protected. The JMT started a campaign 

called ‘Keep it Wild’ and organised a demonstration 

outside the Parliament building in Edinburgh in 

February. This coincided with a meeting of the 

Committee considering responses to the Bill and it 

was to remind the Committee of outdoor people’s 

concerns.  David Batty, Derek Sime, Norman McNab 

and I joined the demonstration by about 40 people.  
 

 
David Batty, Derek Sime and Stewart Logan at Holyrood     Photo – JMT 
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nother fine mess!’ Words I have uttered 

not infrequently to my hill companions 

when what was planned as a short day 

turns, for one reason or another, into an epic. We’ve 

all been there, and Peter Willimott recalls one such 

occasion back in the Nineties when out with the 

‘Kirkie Club’, followed by a rather humorous poem 

about the adventure penned by another of the club’s 

members at the time. And talking of the ‘Kirkie 

Club’, we also have a guest article from yet another 

of its members, Clive Parker.  

We take a trip to the Azores with Roger Webber, and 

Alf Barnard ponders over what might happen when 

the old knees start to play up. There are 

reminiscences on a first Munro round by 

DoppelMunroist and Full-Houser David Batty – it’s all 

here, as well as a well-researched and fascinating 

piece of history from Iain Robertson on a little 

known aerodrome in Glen Brittle.  

In the never ending pursuit of activities in which to 

partake after you’ve completed the Munros, 

Roderick Manson tells of an ever-so-slightly mad 40-

hour marathon to pick up what sounds like some 

very nondescript Marilyns in south-west England.  

In these days of ‘fake news’ and ‘alternative facts’, 

Robert MacDonald makes a plea for honesty. That’s 

followed by some bothy nostalgia from Grahame 

Downer, and rubble trouble from Alan Dawson. 

Fortunately we had something resembling a proper 

winter this year, and some of the highlights are 

recorded in the Winter Weather Diary on page 25. 

The Lindertis Diary, a book review, diary dates for 

2019 and the postbag complete the picture. 

Please send articles for the August issue by 30 June 

2018 to simed44.ds@gmail.com (maximum 1,500 

words), but PLEASE don’t leave it to the last minute! 

The earlier an item is received, the better the chance 

of it appearing in the next Newsletter (although we 

are always pleased to receive less time-sensitive 

articles to put in the ‘bank’ for future issues). Photos 

should be sent as separate JPEG files (maximum 2MB 

per photo). Also, drop a line to the Postbag section – 

we like to hear from you. 
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